
 It is truly an honor to 

bring greetings and serve you 

as your Alumni Association 

President.  I pray that this news-

letter finds you in great well 

being.  The alumni chapter was 

formed to give back to our insti-

tution Tennessee State Univer-

sity, give back to our home 

chapter Zeta Alpha, and to bring 

together our past, present, and 

future alumni brothers under 

one body.  Since its inception, 

the Zeta Alpha Chapter has 

been a pillar on the Tennessee 

State campus and community.  

We have produced great lead-

ers in nearly every area possi-

ble.  In our 8 months of exis-

tence as an Alumni Association, 

we have put together an 

òAwesomeó Homecoming Week-

end, been chartered, obtained 

lost/unknown history, and 

bridged relationships between 

different generations of broth-

ers, created an alumni newslet-

ter, and begin to make plans for 

the resurrection of a campus 

monument.  I would like to 

thank everyone who played 

apart in getting this alumni 

chapter organized and thanks 

to everyone who joined.  I hope 

that this newsletter is pleasing 

for all that read.  I look forward 

to fraternizing with you during 

Homecoming 2010 and leading 

you through the remainder of 

my term. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

Dwight A. Webster 

6-ZA-03 

 

 With the opening of 

the 1930-1931 term, there 

were several representatives of 

Phi Beta Sigma on the campus 

of Tennessee State A&I.  These 

brothers were contacted by Bro. 

Chester A. Owens and a tempo-

rary organization was formed 

which had as its main objective 

the securing of a Charter and 

the establishing of a Chapter on 

the campus of the school.  

Brother Alger V. Boswell, a 

graduate of Wiley College where 

he was initiated into the sacred 

fold and Northwestern Univer-

sity became the advisor to the 

organization with Brother 

Owens as President.  The affili-

ated brothers were Rogers P. 

Bailey, Theocia O. Carter, 

Searcy C. Harris, and Walter L. 

Vickers.  These brothers were 

brought together many times 

during the months from Novem-

ber to May, then on May 1, 

1931, the Charter was granted 

and the Chapter established 

with the name Zeta Alpha. 

Since its inception, the Zeta 

Alpha chapter has produced 

over 800+ dynamic leaders in 

the arts and entertainment, 

business, civil rights, education, 

health, law, politics, science, 

and sports. 
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Mission Statement 

The following are the purposes for 

which this organization has been  

organized: The purpose of this 

organization is to promote and 

support Tennessee State University, 

by recruiting those who have been a 

recipient of the university services 

and wish to perpetuate these ser-

vices to a global community specifi-

cally graduates of the Zeta Alpha 

Chapter of Phi Beta Sigma Frater-

nity Inc. 
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òTo all Sigmadom Zeta Alpha, bids Gods speedó   
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 During homecoming 

2009, the Zeta Alpha Chapter 

was chartered as a member of 

the Tennessee State University 

Alumni Association.  It has been 

a long dream of many brothers 

of our chapter to not only join 

and work with the TSU alumni 

but to continue to work as an 

organized body under the name 

Zeta Alpha.  In July 2009, ZA 

brothers in the city of Nashville 

met together to discuss plans 

on organizing, recruiting, and 

chartering an alumni associa-

tion.  By November, there were 

a total of 53 brothers who were 

recognized as charter members 

of the new chapter.  Hundreds 

of Tennessee State alumni and 

family came out to welcome the 

new charter members at the 

annual homecoming fish fry.   

for the Pep Rally and the TSU 

Alumni Fish Fry for the charter-

ing ceremony.  Afterwards, the 

line's of 1989 met up at Apple-

beeõs to celebrate their 20 year 

line reunion.  Later that night 

brothers òkicked itó at the hos-

pitality suite at the Music City 

Sheraton with other TSU 

alumni.  Saturday proved to be 

an even busier and exciting day 

as well!  Brothers attended the 

parade on Jefferson and imme-

diately afterwards met on cam-

pus to discuss Alumni Associa-

tion business and plans for the 

future.  After the meeting, broth-

ers met at LP Field for the 

Homecoming Tailgate.  Brothers 

fraternize and listen to the lat-

est tunes played by Bro. Pre-

ston Stewart.  Afterwards broth-

ers attended the homecoming 

game and headed back to the 

Music City Sheraton at the Hos-

pitality Suite for some more 

fraternizing and socializing with 

the TSU family.   

 Homecoming 2009 

was one to remember.  Broth-

ers from all over came back to 

the òLand of Golden Sunshineó 

to celebrate homecoming 

2009.  This marks the first time 

that the Zeta Alpha Alumni got 

together as an organized body 

during TSU homecoming.  On 

Thursday, brothers met at Bro. 

Willie Perryõs place and regis-

tered for the weekend and min-

gled over drinks.   Friday, ZA 

was òlive and effectó at the hole 
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Charter Ceremony 

Charter members: Barry Barlow, Will Barlow, James Bradford, Gary Burke, LaShun Clayton, Terry Clay-

ton, RD Crawley, Nathan Crisp, George Davis, Hon. Sylvester Davis, Vernon Dixon, Gary Dupree, John 

Ewell, Paul Flournoy, Willie Goodman, Kenneth Gunn, Barry Hamilton, Allen Jackson, Brandon Johnson, 

Michael Johnson, Weldon Kidd, Ken Lockhart, Jerry Lucas, John Lucas, Paul Luter, Claude Mann, Cliff 

Mann, Dwayne Mayfield, Robert McMurry, Tony McVey, Gregory Morrissette, Bryan Nalls, Willie Parks, 

Fred Parson, Gary Patton, Willie Perry, Keith Pitts, Lawrence Reed III, Charles Scott, Monte Simpson, 

Derrick Smith, Leonard Sullivan, John Tomlin, Ronald Towles, Settle Townsend Jr.,, Sekou Tyler, Charlie 

Wade, Tony Walls, Dwight Webster, Stephen West, Verles Westbrook, Eston Williams, and Troy Wil-

liams. 

Brothers receiving their charter 

certificate at the TSU Alumni Fish 

Fry. 

Homecoming 2009 

Brothers at the Pep Rally 

Tail Gate Party 
Hospitality Suite Dee Smith on the Mic  Willie Parks 2-ZA-89 and    

Jermarian Parks 1-ZA-09 

ZAAA Charter Certificate 



 As many of you know 

Tennessee State has desig-

nated the Old Courtyard as the 

site to establish òGreek Rowó 

which will highlight the Divine 9 

with their own campus monu-

ment.  As of to date, Alpha Phi 

Alpha and Omega Psi Phi are 

the only NPHC organizations 

that have established their 

monuments.  Brothers, it al-

most that time for us to step up 

to the plate and begin moving 

towards establishing a monu-

ment as well! 

 ZA Sigmaõs in Nash-

ville are currently developing a 

strategic plan for Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity Inc, 

òAwesomeó Zeta Alpha chapter 

to establish a monument.  

Please be on the look out for 

more info regarding this project 

in the following months.  If you 

would like to join the team 

please contact Chairman Bro. 

LaShun Clayton at 

lbccblue1@comcast.net or co-

chair Bro. Leonard Sullivan at 

lsullivan1914@gmail.com. 

Preston attended Tennessee 

State University where he ma-

jored in Zoology.  During his 

time at TSU, Bro. Stewart was 

initiated into the òAwesomeó 

Zeta Alpha Chapter of Phi Beta 

Sigma Fraternity Inc. in the 

spring of 1950.   After his ma-

triculation in at TSU, Bro. Stew-

art attended the University of 

Michigan and the University of 

Miami (OH) for his masters in 

Psychology.  Today, Bro. Stewart 

Bro. Preston Stewart 

 Bro. Stewart was born 

in South Carolina but later 

moved with his family to Nash-

ville, TN where he was a gradu-

ate of Pearl High class of 1946.  

Bro. Stewart was considered a 

òcampus kidó because he was 

frequently on campus, where 

his parents worked, playing with 

Herbert Crouch and Henry Kean 

children.  After high school, 

is retired and residing in Hen-

dersonville, TN after spending 

many years as a Day school 

Counselor for the Cincinnati, OH 

public schools.  Bro. Stewart 

has 3 children and loves to DJ 

parties in his spare time. 

wonderous band. 

 Sadly in March of 

2010, Bro. Nelson transitioned 

into the Omega Chapter at the 

age of 90.  Bro. Nelson was a 

brother who absolutely loved 

his fraternity and his home 

chapter.  Even in the later years 

of his life, he burned with fire 

and sprit of the òAwesomeó 

Zeta Alpha Chapter as if he was 

still a neophyte.  In a conversa-

tion over the phone he laughed 

as he reminisce of Zeta Alpha 

giant Luster òBruteó Hayes had 

to carry him over the burning 

sands.  It was truly amazing to 

know someone who had such a 

strong memory at his age.  He 

will be truly missed by his fam-

ily, friends, and fraternal family.  

May God rest Bro. George Nel-

sonõs soul. 

Bro. George Nelson 

 June 2009, Brothers 

from the Zeta Alpha Alumni 

Association took a trip to Dick-

son Co. to visit Bro. George 

òCool Papaó Nelson, who 

crossed the Zeta Alpha Chapter 

in the spring of 1939.  Bro. 

Nelson is said to have been the 

oldest living member of Zeta 

Alpha.  While on the visit Bro. 

Nelson shared stories of his 

time on the yard and memories 

of meeting the founders of our 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 

Zeta Alpha Monument 

Omegaõs Plot 

Alphaõs Plot 

Brotherhood Spotlight 

Pics of Bro. Nelson with members 

of ZAAA 

Blast from the Past Pic of 

Bro. Stewart.  Class of 1957 

mailto:lbccblue1@comcast.net
mailto:lsullivan1914@gmail.com

