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University, later obtaining his Ph.D. from Harvard, was a Sigma. He was
author of The New Negro and a pioneer of the “New Negro Move-
ment” in America.

Monroe N. Work, a colleague of Moton and Carver, served Tuskegee
Institute for decades. He was editorially active in the annual publication
of the Negro Handbook for many years. The climax of his great work
was the publication of the Bibliography on Africa, which was a classic in
its day. Finally, Albion Holsey, once private secretary to Booker T. Wash-
ington, played a leading part in pioneering the “Bigger and Better Negro
Business” movement and published a book on Negro business. Both he
and Work were Sigma men.

1 was very much impressed with the philosophy behind the founding.
and activities of the Phi Beta Sigma fraternity. Morcover, I was im-
pressed by the work and activities of the great men whom I have just
mentioned, whose life and work have become a landmark in American
history and all of whom were alive when I was a student at Howard Uni-
versity. I asked Dr. Locke, my mentor, for his advice. He was frank and
told me that it really did not matter; although it was a healthy associa-
tion which could not affect me adversely, nor break the friendships I had
made with others who might not belong to this particular fraternity. So |
decided to pitch my tent with the Sigma.

In May 1929 I had to “walk through” the valley of the shadow, as a
neophyte. After an elaborate ritual, during which my upper left breast
(above the heart) was branded with the symbol of the Greek letter sigma,
T became a fully-fledged member of the Phi Beta Sigma fraternity. At the
conclusion of the ceremonies I joined my “brothers” in singing the fra-
ternity hymn, “The Founders of Our Noble Band,” sung to the tune of
“Auld Lang Syne.”

Incidentally, the Sigma fraternity includes among its members at least
three sometime African heads of state, the other two being William
V. S. Tubman of the Republic of Liberia, and Kwame Nkrumah of the
Republic of Ghana. In December 1949 T was invited to speak to my fra-
ternity brothers in Washington, D.C., in the Banneker Auditorium, in
connection with the thirty-ffth annual conclave of that fraternity. I took
the opportunity o explain to my audience the nature of our crusade for
human freedom in Africa. Dr. W. E. B. DuBois was chairman of the oc-
casion, supported by the Liberian Ambassador to the United States, Dr.
Charles Dunbar Burgess King, a former President of Liberia.





